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                                                              PRESS RELEASE 
                   Premature and Prohibited Campaigns Registered in Every Fourth Municipality in BiH 
At today's press conference in Mostar, the Coalition ''Pod lupom'', which observes the pre-election period in Bosnia and Herzegovina, presents the findings of the long-term election observation for the first two weeks of long-term observer reporting (from July 20 to August 5) to draw public attention to the irregularities observed.

According to the findings of the Coalition's long-term observers, many election irregularities and violations of the electoral law were observed in the last two weeks. Even though the official start of  election campaign is on September 7, as many as 51 cases of premature and prohibited campaigning and sponsored advertising on social networks were registered to date, which is every fourth municipality in BiH. These cases are related to organization of public events to promote a political party or a candidate in elections and sponsored advertisements on social networks, which points to a mass phenomenon of this particular irregularity.  18 political subjects that engaged in premature and prohibited campaigning are:  Democratic Peoples Union (DNS); Labour Party; Mirsad Hadžikadić; People and Justice;  Peoples Party for Work and Betterment (NSRzB); Our Party (NS); Independent Block (NB); Independent Democratic Movement (NDP); Party for Democratic Progress (PDP); Movement of Democratic Action (PDA);  Alliance of Independent Social Democrats (SNSD); Alliance for Better Future BiH (SBB); Social Democratic Party BiH (SDP BiH); Socialist Party (SP); Serb Democratic Party (SDS); Serb Progressive Party (SNS); Party of Democratic Action (SDA) and United Srpska.

Misuse of public resources in favor of the campaign such as intensified public works were noted (Gracanica, Gradacac and Kalesija), announcement of a salary increase in the public sector and a pension increase in Republika Srpska, misuse of public companies and recruitment along partisan lines.
143 (one hundred forty-three) local election commissions (municipal and town/city) operate in full capacity, which is a great progress compared to the situation on the day the elections were announced, because the lacking members of the local election committees were appointed in Usora and Kupres, said Dario Jovanović, Director of the Coalition “Pod lupom”.

However, even in full capacity 10 local election commissions failed to comply with provisions of the Election Law of BiH concerning gender equality; 20 of them operate in inadequate working conditions such as, according to them, inadequate work premises, equipement in poor condition and lack of financial funds.

In addition to observing the work and sessions of local election commissions, the activities anticipated in the election calendar and compliance with deadlines, electoral irregularities, long-term observers also monitor press coverage and reports of hate speech and media bias. More specifically, contents of the RTRS, BN, ATV and Dnevni Avaz mainly present certain political subjects either positively or negatively.


The case of hate speech refers directly to the statements of Milorad Dodik, a candidate for the Presidency of BiH, who labeled the PDP-SDS-NDP Coalition as treasonous; he used warmongering rhetoric saying that Bosniaks wish to destroy the identity of Croats only to deal with Serbs and Republika Srpska subsequently, and many other statements, as well as those of Zeljko Komsic, also a candidate for the Presidency of BiH,  who said that Dragan Covic is the first state official after Pavelic to have sold the country in this way. 

''These cases indicate that ambiguity of the Election Law of BiH, the delayed response and lack of sanctions by the Election Commission, irresponsible conduct of political subjects and violations of the law already contribute to a substantial number of electoral irregularities, and there are just less than two months left until the General Elections“, said Vehid Šehić, the President of the Strategic Board of the Coalition calling once again on institutions in charge to respond to all irregularities of the electoral process in a timely manner.

 
The Coalition ''Pod lupom'' calls on political subjects to act responsibly and in line with the law and on the media to practice responsible and objective reporting to make sure that citizens receive accurate information about the election process in BiH.

We remind citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina of the opportunity to apply and observe Election Day by calling the toll-free number 080 05 05 05 or by visiting our web page www.podlupom.org  as well as to report any potential electoral irregularities. 

All activities of the Coalition “Pod lupom” are implemented with financial support of the European Union and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  
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For additional information please contact Nina Zubović, Public Relations Coordinator of the Coalition “Pod lupom” by   email at pr@podlupom.org, nina@podlupom.org or at 033 268 160 and 063 396 534.
